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Introduction
Chisels for linocut
50 is the number of chisels that are
in my collection. And I do not think
there is anything to praise about,
because it is only the result of my
multi-annual tests, which have
been successfully completed, as
well as failed. Among them there
are chisels from a wide variety of
manufacturers, many of them I
honestly hate, but I also have some
of my checked favorites.

Your road for choosing a chisel doesn’t have to be
as long and bumpy as mine. This text is intended
to help you with this difficult process, by providing
the most important knowledge and advice, on
why some chisels are good and others are not. I
always say, that selecting the wrong tools can lead
to the abandonment of the excellent graphics
technology such as linocut. That’s why I’ll try to
answer the question, about what good chisel
should have and how to choose the best one that
fits your needs.

Let’s get started!

This e-book includes:
the basic information what kind of chisels are used for linocut
the lessons from my years of experience in the choice of chisel
features of good chisels
test results of the most popular chisels

ABOUT ME
My name is Karol Pomykała, I am an artist and has been involved in the linocut
for more than 10 years. I am mainly creating linocuts and graphic installations
consisting of combining artistic graphics with VR. My work can be found
at international exhibitions and graphic art competitions, where I have often won
major prizes.
I do not focus on my own art every day. I am leading classes and workshops
at an art college from design and artistic graphics, where I can share my
knowledge with others. In addition, in the last 10 years, I have been an art
Director in the advertising agency, creating marketing communications for global
brands. These experiences have undoubtedly influenced my perception of reality
and the direction of my current artistic activity.
I am in love with the linocut and I want to infect others by this love. I have seen
an increasing interest in graphic arts, therefore I have started a content project,
that will introduce creators into the linocut process and will generally increase
their knowledge of artistic graphics. One of these forms of content is in front
of your eyes. So I invite you to my linocut world.

pomykalastudio.com

MY (NOT SO)SMALL
MISSION
I want to create a complete compendium of graphic
knowledge in an affordable digital book that will
guide more and less experienced creators through all
linocuts secrets. I decided on the form of an e-book,
because it provides the opportunity to update and
expand content on a permanent basis, it is functional,
practical and accessible. The e-book series is part
of the larger on-line platform, that is created by video
tutorials that show the process of creating linocuts.

I invite you to

www.pomykalastudio.com

E-BOOK CYCLE

for beginners and professionals

I am receiving a lot of queries about linocut and the
materials I use. At the same time, I see that there
is still a lack of publications that explain in detail
and in an accessible way how to create these
graphic forms. This combined with my natural desire
to create art with others, has become my main
inspiration to start this cycle.
I am convinced that my e-book audience will be
primarily those who want to learn more about
linocuts. These will include both experienced,
development-seeking and graphic-based individuals.
In the materials, I answer for example to questions
about the best materials for linocut and, most
importantly, how to create graphics and enjoy it. I am
presenting here the ways of working and the secrets
I have developed over the years. All of the problems
mentioned here are from my own experience.
I hope that in this cycle I will inspire you to
experiment creatively with artistic graphics. I will
be honoured if this material will be useful, and after
reading it, you will feel intrigued and go to the other
e-books.
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chapter 1

Chisel
for linocut

Chisel for linocut
The chisels are a tool for the artist’s work, such as brushes
and pencils for the painter and draftsman. With the chisels
we cut the pattern on the matrix
Every person who begins an adventure
with linocut must have tools like
chisels. After the matrix, it is the
chisels that are the most important
elements of the graphic artist’s
backstage. A well-selected chisel
is of great importance in the creation
process itself and undoubtedly has
an impact on the end result of the
graphic work. Thanks to the use of
different chisel tips, we are able to cut
everything that our imagination will
tell us. In the result a well-fitting chisel
is what gives you great satisfaction and
ease of creation.

Chisel and safety
I am often met with the opinion, that chisels are
dangerous due to their sharp ends. Therefore,
many people, out of fear of cutting themselves,
simply opt out of creating linocuts. I believe
that this is an incorrect opinion distributed by
people, who may have been not using these
tools right, without knowing and without
maintaining the basic principles of use. When
you are careful nothing will happen. For
example I run graphic workshops from linocut
technique, with kindergartens and school-age
children and they can handle it easily and never
got hurt.
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Good chisel, which one?
Cheap vs. expensive
Many beginner artists and professionals
buy cheaper and poor quality chisels,
which unfortunately, as I have already said,
has a big impact on the comfort of cutting
linocuts. The fact is that, of course, we are
able to work with every chisel, but
a poorly chosen one can make it very
difficult to work in the linoleum and
importantly, the cutting can become a
nightmare.
Working with students, There have been
situations many times when people who
have a lower quality chisel were less likely
to go further because of the lack of desired
results. Their finished prints were simply
much worse. Furthermore, the poorly
selected linocut chisels make graphics work
time-consuming and cumbersome, and
the reflected graphics are unsatisfactory,
unaesthetic less accurate.

I personally believe that,
in addition to the final
effects of reflected graphics,
comfort of creation is also
extremely important. What
does that mean? It’s the
moment when the chisel is
in the palm of your hand
and it’s just „something” that
allows you to easily cut the
planned drawing.
So, in my opinion, everyone needs to tailor
tools and materials, including chisel, to their
individual needs, in order to have a pure
enjoyment of the creation. Below I have
collected some important features that

a good chisel should have. I encourage
you to use them before purchasing your
new tools again.

Blade
The first and most important feature
is the material from which the chisel
blade is made. This translates directly
into the quality and properties of
the entire tool. The vast majority are
made of alloys of steel with different
hardness. The toughest alloys are very
sharp , while still being fragile and
rusting. This causes the sharpening
of such a chisel to be mostly time
consuming and very difficult. This type
of chisel is therefore rarely found.

Dull chisel is the biggest enemy
for graphic artist. It’s hard
to cut by it even in a very soft
matrix. It makes edges of the
linoleum jagged, which has
a direct effect on the final
visual effect of the print, and
it also requires a lot of force
to cut the pattern. This may
cause a hand to be strained.
A dull chisel can also
discourage us from linocut
technique, it might seem not
pleasant.

A steel alloy that is medium hard causes
the chisel to be very sharp and will retain
this property for a long time. Initially, only
sharpening can prove difficult. But once
we’ve mastered this art, our tool will keep
it sharp for a long time, at a very high level.
I think the chisel made of this type of alloy
is the best choice. I like to use this kind
of blade because I can cut a few graphics
without any extra sharpening. I will also
try to explore the topic of sharpening the
chisel in the next eBook.

The sharpness of the chisel
and the alloy it is made of,
is in my opinion the most
important indicator of
whether the chisel is good
or not.
The opposite situation happens for softer
alloys. The chisel from this material is
medium-sharp and the sharpening process
is relatively fast and simple. Unfortunately,
such chisel will dull more quickly, which
often means that we need to repeat the
sharpening process to obtain the right
cutting properties. This type of blade is also
suitable for a linocut, but if you don’t want
to sharpen a chisel every moment like me,
I do not advise you to choose a

low-hardness alloy. Another type of blade
that I strongly advise against is made
of different types of sheet metal. They are
made of low quality steel that is quick
to dull, extremely low sharpness and very
fragile, so you can simply bend it.

The ideal blades are made
of medium-hard alloys,
which ensure that the chisel
has a high sharpness for
a long time, while making
it easier to sharpen and not
rust.

Handle
Another feature that is a very individual
issue for every creator is the shape of a
handle. There are a wide variety of handles
on the market, from wooden pear-shaped
ones or roll-shaped , to long-shaped
handles of a variety synthetics . I always use
ergonomics and above all the comfort to
hold the chisel in my hand when selecting
the handle.

In my opinion, the handle
should be small and
comfortable, ensuring good
guidance when cutting the
matrix.
My favorite handles on standard chisels are
pear shaped handles . It’s a rather small
type of handle, making it comfortable and
stick in your hand. In standard chisels, I’m
not a fan of long handles, because they are
most often uncomfortable, making them
difficult to work with. A key feature of a
good handle is also weight, which is

important for long work days. A good
chisel must be light to avoid strain
of your hand and wrist. With heavy
tools, you can easily get injuries, leading
to a break of up to a few weeks off from
creating art.

Blade shape and types
The blade is a steel cutting element and
can be said to be an extension of the
artist’s hands. Therefore, from the different
blade shapes available on the market , I
recommend that you select only the ones
of the most simple type. Bent or bucketshaped blades are forms that are definitely
not suitable for cutting graphics. This shape
will make cutting operations imprecise,
especially with very precise, small parts.
The length of the blade, i.e. the length
from the handle to the tip of the chisel tip,
must not be too small, preferably between 5
and 10 cm. The appropriate length

is important for at least two reasons. First
of all, the longer blade makes it easier to
control the chisel by pressing the blade
with your finger on the linoleum surface.
Secondly, even after poorly sharpening,
the chisel can be re-shaped without fear that
it will be significantly shortened. This is ideal
for those who are just learning to sharpen
their own chisel.

Short blade is often used
in Japanese woodcuts,
which are considered to
be one of the world’s best.
However, the special nature
of producing woodcuts
is slightly different from
linocuts, so these techniques
require other tools.
Currently, short blades for
linocut chisels are most
common in lower quality
chisels

Price
The fact that the prices tend to hand
to hand with quality of chisel, makes it
easier to select a right one. Although
the price range is very wide, it isencouraging
that even expensive chisels do not actually
have as high a price as other art materials.
The cost of one chisel is between 5 and 30
EUR I decided to divide the chisel into three
categories in this part: Very cheap, middle
price and expensive ones.

Price
Very cheap chisel
One of my first conclusions, to which I quickly reached during the years of the tool
tests, is the issue of the quality of low-cost chisels. Most often they are simply the worst
choice and the reasons are quite clear. Firstly, the quality of the materials used in their
production is very poor, and this makes the chisel very weak and quickly blunt. A chisel
made of worse steel simply needs to be sharpened over and over again, which clearly
dissipates during creation and makes work difficult. What’s more, cheaper chisels have
poor design, which in turn translates into quality of work.

Middle price chisel
For beginners, a medium-priced chisel may be the best solution. These are usually tools
made of better steel, which are ideal for amateur hands, but also often for professional
hands. I have met many times with the chisels that are extremely neat, but at a very
attractive price. This is the best characteristic of middle priced ones. When I just started
to create linocuts, I used a chisel from this price range.

The most expensive chisel
With these most expensive chisels, we can be sure that, in addition to the high price,
we will also get high quality, durability and a well-designed tool. They are made from
top-of-the-range materials. If you make an investment, you’ll get a nice and hassle-free job.
What’s more, if you opt out of Linocut, it’s easy to sell it at an attractive price.
In conclusion, even those starting a new journey with linocut should choose a better chisel,
at least those of a middle price. Otherwise, they may get discouraged quickly and even
give up. I am going to assume that it is better to buy 2 universal long-lasting good quality
chisels, with whom without any issues we can work all life, than buying a cheap substitutes
and making the work less comfortable and lost all fun from creation.

chapter 3

4 types of chisels.
Which one to
choose?

4 types of chisels

Which one to choose?
The linocut chisel can be divided into several types due to its cross-section: The U, V chisel,
flat chisels and the dots chisel. Each type has several size and width options. This division
is justified, each type of chisel fulfills its role and is intended for specific situations.
In this section, I will try to bring closer the main differences between them .
The chisels, that I think should be included in every graphic designer kit are the most
common semi-circular chisel, that is, U and V-cross section. Chisels with flat or oblique tips
are less useful and less suitable for linocuts cutting. I personally do not use flat and oblique
chisels at all. In my collection, however, I have a great advantage in favor of the U-section
chisels and the dots chisels, but the minority are those with a cross-section V. All of this is,
of course, related to the nature and style of my graphics.

Note that if you are just starting to work
with a linocut, you can use one chisel at the
beginning. But to have a pretty versatile set
of tools for your linoleum work, you need a
basic U and V chisel. Such a set should be
enough to start with and meet the majority
of expectations. If you’re going to create
more and more, you’ll begin to expand your
collection with different sizes and chisel
cross sections over time, and you’ll judge
which types are most useful for your work.

The choice of chisel
depends on the planned
effects and the projects
you want to cut. If you are
cutting very small parts
when you are mainly using
a line shape, a basic set
of small-section chisels is
sufficient. If you cut large
areas where there is a lot of
white and create thick lines,
then I suggest you have
a larger chisel set.

A chisel with a section of U
Such a chisel should be the first choice for
new graphic art adventure. The blade
is curved in a semicircle of different depths
and widths. This type is probably the most
frequently used and is ideal for cutting
most graphics. It is a good idea to have two
dimensions of a U-section chisel because
of their versatility. The large chisel size is

especially useful when you are cutting out large white areas or when our design consists of
thick cuts and you want to cut a piece of the matrix quickly. Small chisels are ideal for cutting
small parts and thin lines. My graphics mostly consist of long, thin lines, so I use small
U-section chisels that allow me to cut lines of the same thickness every time. I also noticed
that a chisel with this cross-section is easier to sharpen than a chisel with a cross-section V
(although perhaps it’s only my opinion:)).

Chisels from a V
cross-section
Second, due to popularity, are chisels with
cross-section V. briefly, these are two flat
chisels connected together. Therefore,
the angle of the chisels determines
the width of the cut surface. There are
many different angle chisels available on
the market, but the most popular ones are
90, 75 and 45 degrees. The V-type is ideal
for cutting precision and small parts or to
general mark up contours of a drawing.
These chisels are cutting well both thicker
and thinner lines, but in order to cut lines
of equal width, we must have good skills.
The thickness of the line depends not only
on the angle - (wider angle to thicker lines,
narrow to thinner lines) - but also on the
pressure put on the chisel. When pushing
down, the cut lines will be thicker, while
a slight down pressure will cause the thin

lines to appear. The V-section
chisel is not suitable for cutting
large white parts.

I use a V-section
chisel in projects
where I don’t want
perfectly even
lines and I am
rather creating an
expressive drawing

Dot chisel
The dot chisel is used to cut various dot sizes, used in point linocuts work. This type
of chisel is very rare, as artists often make them themselves and are reluctant to share their
solutions. Moreover, the chisel that can be found in sale is usually poorly designed and not
useful.

More about “the dots”, will be in my next ebook. I will share
the story of the point linocut and present the profiles of
the great artists making linocuts in this style.

The design of the chisel for dots is completely different from the standard chisel. Both
its design, cross-section and size are significantly smaller. When I started to create point
linocuts, I was surprised that there was generally a lack of suitable chisels to cut perfect
dots. Then I started to compound - by trials and errors and I constructed various kinds
of chisels and needles, experimenting with blade accounts and the shape of the handle.
This often ended with pain of a hand and frustration , because the results were far from
ideal. I’ve been looking for a tool over the years, which has finally made it easy for me
to create and implement my „dotted” ideas. Finally, I’ve designed the perfect tool for
creative work with point linocuts.

I want to share my project of the chisel with other creators.
I produced two types of dot chisel that can be bought
directly from me.

Flat chisels
In addition to standard chisels,
you can find a chisel with
a flat tip. Their use in the linocut
is practically very rare. Flat
chisels are used successfully
in woodcuts. They can be used
to align flat cut surfaces and are
very useful for cutting stamps
in woodcuts. I used to try to use
such a chisel, but I think that
the standard types of these
tools guarantee a much better
result.
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Tests of chisels from
different manufacturers
If you already know what a good chisel should characterize with, we can go to comparing
the different types and manufacturers of these tools. I decided to focus on a few specific
brands on the market and „no name” ones . However, I would stress that the comparison
will only be my subjective opinion, based on years of experience. I do not aiming to promote
any of the brands described or to criticize them. I only want to point out the concrete facts,
about the quality of the tools, that I hope will be a major aid in choosing the right chisel
for creative work, for a long time.
I am obviously unable to review all the tools available on the market, but in the future I plan
to expand and update this chapter with more entries. I will now focus on those chisels
I personally own and some generally available and fairly popular models. To do this, I have
created 3 quality badges that I will give to these models: AVOID, GOOD CHOICE, MASTER.

Tests of chisels from different
manufacturers

AVOID - the weakest chisel
The chisel I call weak is, unfortunately, one of the main offers of most art shops. This is,
of course, a simple justification in the form of an attractive price. As I mentioned before,
these chisels are often poorly designed and made of low-grade materials. Of course, each
chisel can cut a drawing in the matrix, even with the worst one, but the effort that must be
put in it can make us simply hate the linocut technique on the first attempt. As a last resort,
these chisels can be used by novice or users not interested in quality work and finished
project. The most comfortable cut-out of this category is made in soft and rubber matrices,
but hard matrices cutting is a real nightmare.

chisels with replaceable ends
I first include chisels with replaceable ends as the weakest ones . These are very popular
chisels, which include a plastic handle and a range of interchangeable tips, which can be
replaced and attached to the handle as required. In general, in my opinion, these are some
of the worst chisels I had to deal with, so if you do not want to resign quickly from linocut art,
you should avoid them with a wide arc.

Benefits:
A practical solution
at an affordable price

Defects:
Blade quality - made of very soft
steel or sheet metal
Extremely fast loss of sharpness
Poor cutting properties
Difficult sharpening
They are not among the cheapest
despite poor quality - medium shelf
Short and small blades
The possibility of losing
the replaceable blades - I know this
from experience

Chisels with a long handle
Another type of chisel that I think is not the best is a chisel with a plastic,
elongated, black handle or a very long wooden handle with a fairly short blade.

Benefits:
Low price
Easy to get

Defects:
Unclear origin of the chisel - no
manufacturer designation
Blades made of poor
quality material
Unaesthetic design of handles
and blades
Very short blade
The handle shape is not comfortable

Make sure that the chisels are from a specific company when
you shop. If the tool does not have any information about
its origin, this is the first warning signal. Often it is a poor
quality chisel that is not marked at all, so we cannot see who
is the manufacturer of the tool .

Tests of chisels from different manufacturers

A GOOD CHOICE - so a middle one
Some of the chisels, because of their quality, are classified somewhere between these poor
quality ones and the masters. In a nutshell, they are quite good and we can use them to
successfully cut our graphics. Their blades are made of relatively good materials and it is
easy to sharpen them. However, they need to be sharpened more often to retain cutting
properties. With these chisels we can cut into different matrices, soft and hard, although with
very hard linoleum the chisel must be sharpened to a maximum, to avoid problems.

Chisels of Polish production
In this chisel section, I propose chisels made by a Polish company that are very good
quality and are at a low price.

Benefits:
Low price
Good build
quality

Comfortable handle, fits comfortably in your
hand - made of bright pear-shaped wood
A very long, comfortable blade - one of the longest I have

Defects:
Poor finish and sharpening of the cutting ends - a new chisel needs
to be sharpened before use
Handle and blade design not accurate
I think these chisels are ideal primarily for beginners, but also professionals are happy to work
with them. I always recommend this type of tool to my students, especially because of this
attractive price/quality ratio.

Photographer: Laura Bell

Flexcut chisels
Another chisel that surprised me with its atypicality and I rate it very high is Flexut’s
chisel . Unfortunately, I didn’t have the opportunity to work with it too long, but I will try
to describe my first impression exactly.

Benefits:
Comfortable, but unusual handle shape
Replaceable blades
Quite good cutting properties

Defects:
Most likely made of a folded metal plate
On the strength of the Flexcut chisel, I cannot say much because of the short usage
of this tool by me. Although my first feelings were positive, I would like to re-test them
and, therefore, during writing this e-book, I ordered 2 of this company’s chisels. I promise
to upgrade this chapter after working with these tools for a longer time.

Tests of chisels from different manufacturers

MASTER

The chisels I judged as top ones are those which I have worked with, during creating linocuts
until this time. Their superiority is determined by their good design and the highest quality
materials of the blades and handles. As a result, the blades are sharp, hard and resistant
to rapid dull. They are ideal for any type of matrices, especially when working in very hard
or medium hard ones.

Pfeil chisels
Pfeil’s chisels are one of the most popular tools
in the upper-tier market. In my collection I have
several chisels of Pfeil’s brand and I am very
pleased with them. They’re simply a nice chisel
that’s perfect for both amateur and professional
use. At a higher, but affordable price, we get
a very good tool that will serve for many years

Benefits:
Beautiful design
Compact, well-designed handle for comfort of work
High-quality alloy blade, that stays sharp for longer
The ideal length of the blade, regardless of the width of the blade
Easy to sharpen, thanks to fairly soft material
The new chisel is perfectly sharpened - you can start creating right away

Defects:
Higher price - I think it’s not very high

Kirschen chisels
At the moment, the number one in my view is Kirschen’s chisel. These tools are very close
to Pfeil’s chisels, but they have several features that build their strong advantage. They are
ideal tools for professionals as well as amateurs, and work with these chisels for everyone
will be a great pleasure.

Benefits:
The blade is even harder, it stays
sharp for a very long time
Incredibly comfortable and ergonomic
handle - shaped like a pear - larger
than the small Pfeil’s handles
This chisel simply has that
„something”
Deep phase that runs through the
entire length of the chisel - allows
you to cut very deep lines while
maintaining even width
The ideal blade length for microchisels
Slightly higher price than Pfeil’s, for
much higher quality

Defects:
Harder sharpening due to high
hardness - but after several
attempts it’s not a problem
Too long of a blade in wide spikes
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Choosing the right chisel for creation of linocuts is extremely important.
It’s thanks to them, while cutting, we’re drawing on the graphic matrix. I hope
that this text has brought you closer to the different types of chisels, let you
to know more about the features of the best models and gather information
to help you choose the right tool. Keep in mind that for the graphic artist there
is nothing worse than a poor quality chisel, which causes irritation, fatigue
and discouragement. Of course, beginners can use any tools in their first
attempts, but in the long run, this can cost you a reduction of your creation
satisfaction. Therefore, I recommend you have a better quality chisel so that
you avoid the problems described. If you use my guidance, when making
a decision on a chisel, you’ll be sure to get the right one you’ll be happy with
for a longtime.

A good chisel will make your cutting work
a creative and fun experience.
There are much more chisels on the market that I have not tested yet.
If you have your favorite tools, write to me. I will be happy to try and test them
to expand the content with further reviews of your linocut chisels.

E-Book “Linocut! All about chisels for linocut, and how to choose the
best one” is a set of pratical tips, which will help you develop knowledge of
artistic graphics. In the materials, I answer for example to questions about
the best materials for linocut and, most importantly, how to create graphics
and enjoy it. I am presenting here the ways of working and the secrets I have
developed over the years. All of the problems mentioned here are from my
own experience
If you want to find out more about graphics and linocut or take a closer look
at my art. I invite you to my online studio. If you have any questions, feel free
to ask!

see more
pomykalastudio.com

